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2023 KS2 Writing Intervention – Expected Standard

• In 2022, KS2 schools in Southampton (62.5%) were 6.9% below the National average (69.4%) for the Expected Standard in Writing. Southampton schools 
improved by 7.7% between 2022 (62.5%) and 2023 (70.2%). This was 5.6% more than the National average improvement between 2022 (69.4%) and 2023 
(71.5%).

• In 2022, KS2 Writing Intervention Schools (56.4%) were 13.0% below the National average (69.4%) for the Expected Standard in Writing. KS2 Writing 
Intervention Schools improved by 13.5% between 2022 (56.4%) and 2023 (69.9%). This was 11.4% more than the National average improvement between 
2022 (69.4%) and 2023 (71.5%).

• In 2022, KS2 Non-Writing Intervention Schools (67.9%) were 1.5% below the National average (69.4%) for the Expected Standard in Writing. KS2 Non-Writing 
Intervention Schools improved by 5.2% between 2022 (67.9%) and 2023 (73.1%). This was 3.1% more than the National average improvement between 2022 
(69.4%) and 2023 (71.5%).

Both Intervention and Non-Intervention Schools improved at a faster rate than the National average between 2022 and 2023. The rate of 
improvement within Intervention Schools was much faster (13.5%) than Non-Intervention Schools (5.2%). 

Southampton LA Intervention Group Not Intervention Group



2023 KS2 Writing Intervention – Greater Depth

• In 2022, KS2 schools in Southampton (6.6%) were 6.2% below the National average (12.8%) for a Greater Depth in Writing. Southampton schools improved by 
1.8% between 2022 (6.6%) and 2023 (8.4%). This was 1.3% more than the National average improvement between 2022 (12.8%) and 2023 (13.3%).

• In 2022, KS2 Writing Intervention Schools (1.8%) were 11.0% below the National average (12.8%) for a Greater Depth in Writing. KS2 Writing Intervention 
Schools improved by 3.3% between 2022 (1.8%) and 2023 (5.1%). This was 2.8% more than the National average improvement between 2022 (12.8%) and 2023 
(13.3%).

• In 2022, KS2 Non-Writing Intervention Schools (9.4%) were 3.4% below the National average (12.8%) for a Greater Depth in Writing. KS2 Non-Writing 
Intervention Schools improved by 1.2% between 2022 (9.4%) and 2023 (10.6%). This was 0.7% more than the National average improvement between 2022 
(12.8%) and 2023 (13.3%).

Both Intervention and Non-Intervention Schools improved at a faster rate than the National average between 2022 and 2023. The rate of 
improvement within Intervention Schools was much faster (3.3%) than Non-Intervention Schools (1.2%). 

Southampton LA Intervention Group Not Intervention Group



2023 KS2 Writing Intervention – Writing Progress

• In 2022, KS2 schools in Southampton (-1.42) were 1.47 below the National average (0.05) for Writing Progress. Southampton schools improved by 1.15 
between 2022 (-1.42) and 2023 (-0.27). 

• In 2022, KS2 Writing Intervention Schools (-2.80) were -2.85 below the National average (0.05) for Writing Progress. KS2 Writing Intervention Schools 
improved by 3.14 between 2022 (-2.80) and 2023 (0.34). 

• In 2022, KS2 Non-Writing Intervention Schools (-0.63) were 0.68 below the National average (0.05) for Writing Progress. KS2 Non-Writing Intervention 
Schools improved by 0.12 between 2022 (-0.63) and 2023 (-0.51).

Both Intervention and Non-Intervention Schools improved between 2022 and 2023. The rate of improvement within Intervention Schools 
was much faster (3.14) than Non-Intervention Schools (0.12). 

Southampton LA Intervention Group Not Intervention Group



BUT……
How does our improvement compare to other LAs 



2023 KS2 Writing – Expected Standard
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-3% to 0%  change between 2022 and 2023

with supressed results due to small numbers or no comparable performance due to LA 
reorganisation

Based on DfE Statistical Release data rounded to whole numbers. 
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1-4% Improvement between 2022 and 2023

-3% to 0%  change between 2022 and 2023

with supressed results due to small numbers or no comparable performance due to LA 
reorganisation

2023 KS2 Writing – Expected Standard

Based on DfE Statistical Release data rounded to whole numbers. 



227 Extra Pupils 
2.5 pupils per class



BUT……
What about Progress



KS2 Writing Progress Difference Between 2022 & 2023



KS2 Writing Progress Difference Between 2022 & 2023



2024 Key Stage 2 Outcomes



Key Stage 2 – Reading, Writing and Maths Combined

In 2024, KS2 Reading, Writing and Maths performance at the Expected Standard (55.7%) 
was 4.7% below the National average (60.4%). In 2022 and 2023 the gap between 
Southampton and National was -6.0% and -4.1% respectively. In 2024, an additional 136 
pupils would have needed to achieve Reading, Writing and Maths at the Expected 
Standard to be in line with National performance. 

In 2024, KS2 Reading, Writing and Maths performance at the Expected Standard (55.7%) 
was 0.9% below the Statistical Neighbour average (56.6%). In 2022 and 2023 the gap 
between Southampton and the Statistical Neighbour average was -2.4% and -0.2% 
respectively. In 2024, an additional 26 pupils would have needed to achieve Reading, 
Writing and Maths at the Expected Standard to be in line with Statistical Neighbour 
performance. 



Key Stage 2 – Expected Standard in Reading

In 2024, KS2 Reading performance at the Expected Standard (69.2%) was 5.0% below 
the National average (74.2%). In 2022 and 2023 the gap between Southampton and 
National was -4.0% and -4.1% respectively. In 2024, an additional 145 pupils would have 
needed to achieve Reading at the Expected Standard to be in line with National 
performance. 

In 2024, KS2 Reading performance at the Expected Standard (69.2%) was 0.8% below 
the Statistical Neighbour average (70.0%). In 2022 and 2023 the gap between 
Southampton and the Statistical Neighbour average was -0.7% and 0.0% respectively. In 
2024, an additional 23 pupils would have needed to achieve Reading at the Expected 
Standard to be in line with Statistical Neighbour performance. 



Key Stage 2 – Expected Standard in Writing

In 2024, KS2 Writing performance at the Expected Standard (69.3%) was 2.2% below the 
National average (71.5%). In 2022 and 2023 the gap between Southampton and National 
was -7.2% and -1.1% respectively. In 2024, an additional 64 pupils would have needed to 
achieve Writing at the Expected Standard to be in line with National performance. 

In 2024, KS2 Writing performance at the Expected Standard (69.3%) was 1.4% above the 
Statistical Neighbour average (67.9%). In 2022 and 2023 the gap between Southampton 
and the Statistical Neighbour average was -4.0% and +2.3% respectively. In 2024, an 
additional 40 pupils achieved the Expected Standard in Writing compared to the 
Statistical Neighbour average. 



Key Stage 2 – Expected Standard in Maths

In 2024, KS2 Maths performance at the Expected Standard (69.2%) was 3.9% below the 
National average (73.1%). In 2022 and 2023 the gap between Southampton and National 
was -5.0% and -3.2% respectively. In 2024, an additional 113 pupils would have needed 
to achieve Maths at the Expected Standard to be in line with National performance. 

In 2024, KS2 Maths performance at the Expected Standard (69.2%) was 0.5% below the 
Statistical Neighbour average (69.7%). In 2022 and 2023 the gap between Southampton 
and the Statistical Neighbour average was -1.5% and -0.1% respectively. In 2024, an 
additional 15 pupils would have needed to achieve Maths at the Expected Standard to be 
in line with Statistical Neighbour performance. 



Key Stage 2 –  Higher Standard vs. National

In 2024, KS2 Reading, Writing and Maths performance at the Higher Standard (6.0%) was 1.6% below the National average (7.6%). In 2022 and 2023 the gap 
between Southampton and National was -3.3% and -2.3% respectively. In 2024, an additional 46 pupils would have needed to achieve Reading, Writing and 
Maths at the Higher Standard to be in line with National performance. 



Key Stage 2 –  Higher Standard vs. Statistical Neighbours

In 2024, KS2 Reading, Writing and Maths performance at the Higher Standard (6.0%) was 0.5% above the Statistical Neighbour average (5.5%). In 2022 and 2023 
the gap between Southampton and the Statistical Neighbour average was -1.5% and -0.3% respectively. In 2024, an additional 15 pupils achieved the Higher 
Standard in Reading, Writing and Maths compared to the Statistical Neighbour average. 



Key Stage 2 – Disadvantaged Performance

In 2024, KS2 Reading, Writing and Maths performance at the Expected Standard for Disadvantaged pupils (44.2%) was 1.1% below the National average for 
Disadvantaged pupils (45.3%). In 2022 and 2023 the gap between Southampton and National was -5.0% and -3.7% respectively. In 2024, an additional 13 
Disadvantaged pupils would have needed to achieve Reading, Writing and Maths at the Expected Standard to be in line with National performance. Nationally 
67.1% of Non-Disadvantaged pupils achieved the Expected Standard in Reading, Writing and Maths.  



Key Stage 2 – SEN Performance

In 2024, KS2 Reading, Writing and Maths performance at the Expected Standard for SEN pupils (22.1%) was 0.7% above the National average for SEN pupils 
(21.4%). In 2022 and 2023 the gap between Southampton and National was -0.8% and +1.6% respectively. In 2024, an additional 5 pupils achieved the Expected 
Standard in Reading, Writing and Maths compared to the National average. 


